Rapid diagnosis of massive pulmonary embolism in a district general hospital.
Effective treatment of massive pulmonary embolism is more likely if diagnostic tests are rapidly available, including during out-of-hours. An agreed protocol was implemented in November 1997, which allowed initiation of thrombolysis by junior doctors within an hour of clinical suspicion of the diagnosis of massive pulmonary embolism in six patients in the subsequent year. A similar approach could be considered by other acute hospitals.